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Alexander Magni exposed his true 
colors, using Mack and an operational 
war between his company and Ameriguard 
to advance his business interests. However, 

Iris discovered his true intent and attempted 

to sever all ties with Magni Corp, but was 
unable to do so under threat of murder if 


she walked... 


VINCE HERNANDEZ, 
САВЕ CARRASCO 


editors - 


Mark ROSLAN 
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ARE 
YOU LOYAL 
TO THE MAGNI 
CORPORATION? 


I’M GOING 
TO RUN SOME 
CALIBRATION 
QUESTIONS. 
NAME? 


DR. ZYRA, I 
AM NOT. AND I 
NEVER WILL BE. 


PRIOR TO YOUR 
AGNI EMPLOYMENT HERE, 
HEADQUARTERS, YOUR REPUTATION PRECEDED 
LOS ANGELES- < YOU-- ASSASSINATIONS, DISMANTLING 
— CRIME SYNDICATES, TAKING 
OUT TWO YAKUZA CLANS 
IN THE SAME NIGHT. 
YOU WERE QUALIFIED, 
BUT I ASSUMED YOU'D 
ALSO BE A TEAM PLAYER. 
YOUR HISTORY INDICATES 
YOU WERE COMPLIANT... 
OBEDIENT. 


PEOPLE 
CHANGE. 


ши! HR 
mi "64 
EVIDENTLY. AND NOW HONEST. THIS DEVICE TAKES 


/ SINCE MISTER MAGNI CAN'T TRUST 
YOU ANYMORE, I’M IN THE AWKWARD 
POSITION OF TAKING YOU THROUGH 
THESE POST-MISSION DEBRIEFS... 
ALL WITHOUT OVERTIME 
PAY, MIGHT I ADD. 


HUNDREDS OF BIOMETRIC READINGS. 
YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO DECEIVE 
Us, BUT NO ONE OUTSMARTS 
THE MACHINE. 


I HAVE 
NOTHING TO 
HIDE. 





IS THAT WHAT 
THIS IS SUPPOSED TO BE-- | I 
A DEBR/EF? IT FEELS MORE A \ FAIR ENOUGH. LET’S 


LIKE AN INTERROGATION. ; START RIGHT AT THE 
BEGINNING, THEN... 





“АТ THE MOMENT YOU 
LANDED IN RUSSIA.” 





( 















А LOT COLDER THAN I 
THOUGHT IT WOULD BE. 
I SHOULD’VE WORN A 
SCARF... OR THERMAL 
UNDERWEAR. 
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IRIS/ I TRUST THE 
FLIGHT WAS TO YOUR 
SATISFACTION? 













AH, SPLENDID. AND SINCE 
THIS 15 YOUR FIRST MISSION 
WHILE UNDER STRICT PROBATION, 

I FELT THE TIMING WAS RIGHT 
Y DOWN THE NEW 
GROUND RULES. 


AFTER ALL, I 


INMATES RUNNING 


TO EXPLAIN, Ти. 
GIVE YOU A BRIEF 
HISTORY LESSON: FOR 
HUNDREDS OF YEARS, 
VIKINGS SET SAIL TO WHEN THEY MADE 


RAID AND PILLAGE 
LANDFALL, THE FIRST THING 
NEW LAND. THEY DID WAS BURN THEIR 
BOATS. THAT WAY, THEY HAD 
TO SUCCEED IN COMPLETING 
THEIR MISSION. 


IT WAS ALL OR 
NOTHING-- WO 
TURNING BACK. 


THE TWO OF YOU ARE 
IN A SIMILAR PREDICAMENT. 
YOU WILL PERSONALLY SEND ME 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE DECEASED 
COMPUTER HACKERS, AND CONFIRM 
YOU HAVE OBTAINED THE 
POROSHA WORM. 
ONLY THEN 
WILL THE PLANE RETURN 
TO THE RENDEZVOUS POINT 
FOR EXTRACTION. 


ч 
FROM WHAT I HEAR, 


IF YOU FAIL ТО Y RUSSIAN GULAGS HAVE | 
COMPLETE YOUR MISSION, | DREADFUL ME | 


WE WILL DISAVOW. YOU'LL BE 
STRANDED IN RUSSIA WITH 
NO PASSPORTS AND AND IF I DON’T GET Ww 


NOLES, THOSE PHOTOS WITHIN THREE — 
HOURS, YOUR FACES WILL BE ON i 
EVERY STATE-RUN MEDIA CHANNEL, 
IDENTIFYING YOU AS FOREIGN h 
SPIES... SO I'D MAKE 
IT SNAPPY. 


HOLOGRAPHIC 
MODE ACTIVATED 





RUSSIAN GULAGS? 
SOLITARY CONFINEMENT? 
BORSCHT?/! DAMN THAT GUY IS 
CREEPY... I WISH HE’D JUST THREATEN 
TO SHOOT ME IN THE HEAD. THAT’S 
A LOT LESS SCARY THAN A 
LIFETIME OF BEET SOUP. 


IF ALEXANDER WAS 
TELLING THE TRUTH, WE 
WILL HAVE THE MILITARY 

SEARCHING FOR US BEFORE 
NIGHTFALL. WE HAVE TO MODIFY 
OUR PLAN-- THERE IS NOT 
ENOUGH TIME TO HIKE 
TO THE COMPOUND. 


LET’S 
DELETE SOME 
HACKERS. 


WHAT DO 
YOU KNOW ABOUT 
THIS POROSHA 
WORM? 


JUST THAT 
RUSSIAN HACKERS CALLED 
T@RKLUB CREATED ONE OF 
THE MOST BAD ASS VIRUSES 
IN HISTORY. 


GET 
THEIR WORM INSIDE A FIREWALL, 
IT’S GAME OVER-- IT BURROWS INTO 
EVERY NETWORKED COMPUTER AND 
REPLICATES THE FILES, SENDING 
THEM ANYWHERE THE 
HACKERS WANT. 





WHAT IF 


SOMEONE WERE 
TO GET THIS VIRUS 
INSIDE THE FBI, 


IT WOULD BE OR THE NSA? 


CATASTROPHIC. I 
CAN IMAGINE WHY 
ALEXANDER 
WANTS IT. 


THE US GOVERNMENT — 
IS WILLING TO PAY BILLIONS \ 
FOR IT-- WHICH IS WHY WE’RE HERE. ГА 
THE MILITARY CAN’T EXACTLY ROLL ІМ 
UP WITH TANKS AND OPEN FIRE Д 
WITHOUT STARTING AN 





INTERNATIONAL INCIDENT. 


OH, ##/&.. LOOK 
UP AHEAD. SHOULD I 
TURN AROUND? OR RAM 
THE GATE? I'VE ALWAYS || 
А WANTED ТО DO THAT! 


NO, THEY HAVE 
|| SURELY SPOTTED US. 
| PULL UP, AND LEAVE 
THE TALKING TO ME. 


= 


HAVE PAPERWORK ЦУ | Y 
WON'T THEY JUST — b ` ^ ` / 
SHOOT US? NS и š ç x 


« 


<YOU, IN THE 
PASSENGER SEAT... WIB 
YOU ARE NOT 
FROM AROUND 
HERE.>* 


*TRANSLATED | 
FROM RUSSIAN 





Ж STUDYING RARE-EARTH 

дева. / METALS, MINERALS, THAT 

ASSUME. WHAT IS | KINDA STUFF. MY FRIEND 
YOUR BUSINESS? | HERE IS THE BEST IN THE BIZ... 


À AT THE OFFICE THEY CALL 
| HER A ‘ROCK STAR’. 


ПИ] 


WE ARE 
TOURISTS, 
DRIVING 
UP ТО-- 
SCIENTISTS! 


GEOLOGISTS, 
ACTUALLY. 


AND I HAVE NOT BEEN | 2 STEP OUT OF THE 


NOTIFIED OF ANY SCIENTISTS E. 2 VEHICLE. 
COMING THIS WAY. SHOW 
ME YOUR PASSPORTS. I CAN CLEAR 
қ : : S UP IF YOU WILL 


LOW ME TO-- 


MY FRIEND HERE 
WAS JOKING. HER 
BIG MOUTH AND SAD е 
ІТ IS ТОО 
ATTEMPTS AT HUMOR LATE FOR THAT. 


OFTEN GET HER 
TURN OFF YOUR 
INTO TROUBLE. ENGINE, NOW. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING?! 
57ОУ/ 














GET YOUR 
HAND OUT OF 
YOUR JACKET! 





HOW DID THIS IS NOT MY 
YOU KNOW FIRST TIME IN SIBERIA. 
THAT WOULD DISPUTES CAN ALWAYS 
WORK? BE SOLVED WITH ONE OF 
TWO THINGS: RUSSIAN 
VODKA OR AMERICAN 
DOLLARS. 


I THINK YOU WILL 

FIND THAT ALL OF 

MY PAPERWORK 
IS IN ORDER. 


CAREFUL, YOU’RE 
STARTING TO SOUND 
A LITTLE LIKE MISTER 

MAGNI. 


WHY DO YOU 
WORK FOR НМ? 
THE MAN IS A 
MONSTER. 





THE SAME REASON YOU ARE: A 
CORNER OFFICE AND A KILLER 401K. 
AND THE FACT THAT ONCE YOU'RE IN, 

YOU'RE IN FOR LIFE... I'VE HEARD WHAT 
HAPPENS WHEN AGENTS HAND 
IN THEIR RESIGNATIONS. 


BUT IT DOES NOT HAVE STOP TALKING! 
TO BE THIS WAY. IF YOU AND E = I DON'T WANT ТО HEAR 
I WORK TOGETHER, WE CAN THIS! I WANT PLAUS/BLE 
DESTROY THE ENT/RE SYSTEM DENIABILITY, SO IF THEY 
AND TAKE ALEXANDER DOWN ASK IF YOU TRIED TO 
WITH IT. I HAVE A PLAN 777 COERCE МЕ, I САМ 
THAT WOULD-- HONESTLY SA-- 


“WAIT A MOMENT, IRIS. 
LET’S TAKE A BREAK IN 
THE PROCEEDINGS.” 





IS THERE А 
PROBLEM? 


A PROBLEM? YOU 
JUST ADMITTED THAT YOU 

TRIED TO COERCE A FELLOW ' | AND THIS IS SOMETHING 

EMPLOYEE INTO DESTROYING T'M OBLIGATED ТОРО IN МУ 


THE COMPANY YOU REPORT! I HAVE TO TELL MISTER 
WORK FOR. 2 | MAGNI YOU’RE PLANNING TO TAKE 

| DOWN HIS ENTIRE CORPORATION... 

DESTROY HIS LEGACY! 















I ALMOST TOOK 
HIS HEAD OFF WITH A 4 X 
KATANA LAST MONTH. I Ë қ Á Е š YOU MIGHT NOT 
DOUBT HE WILL BE = = S BE AS COMPLIANT 
SHOCKED BY THIS 1 / 4 AS YOU ONCE WERE, 
REVELATION. 3 N ВОТ YOU WILL LEARN 
Tu L TO RESPECT THIS 
COMPANY. 


AND NEED I REMIND 
YOU THAT IF YOU KILL 
MISTER MAGNI, OR MYSELF, 
OR ANY OTHER EMPLOYEE AT 
MAGNI CORP, WE'LL SIMPLY 
ВЕ REPLACED..AND YOULL 
BE IN PRISON. 


MAGNI'S STOCK 

BI wit CONTINUE то CLIMB NO 

SI MATTER HOW MANY PEOPLE 
YOU STAB, 





SO I HAVE HEARD. 
CAN WE FINISH WITH 
THE DEBRIEF? 


YES, I SUPPOSE WE 
CAN. SKIP TO THE PART 
WHERE YOU ARRIVE AT 

THE BUNKER. 








SOMEONE SHOULD 
Ñ TELL THE HOMEOWNERS THEIR 
FLAG IS A FEW DECADES OUT 

OF STYLE. 


<KHABIB, FEDOR/ 
CAMERA TWO JUST 
WENT OUT. GO OUTSIDE 
AND SEE WHAT 
HAPPENED.» 


Е | 


ANSWER 
| = ME, OR 1 SWEAR 

<WHO ARE || = 1 WILL SHOOT YOU 
| / 


YOU? WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING HERE? 
WHAT HAPPENED TO 

OUR CAMERA?!> 

















—— =a 
> 4 NOBODY 
<WHAT TOOK THE TWO N MOVE! 
OF YOU SO LONG? CAMERA 
TWO IS 57/12 OUT, AND IF | 
WE CAN'T GET A VISUAL, 2 
THEN ANYONE COULD JUST 
WALK RIGHT UP ТО--> 
! е > 
— 
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fy WHAT PART OF 
ИЦ | NOBODY MOVE DID You 
І | NOT UNDERSTAND? 





THE NEXT TIME 
SOMEONE TRIES 
SOMETHING LIKE THAT, 
THEY GET A BULLET 
INSTEAD OF A 
BROKEN HAND. 


WE KNOW YOU ARE 
TORKLUB, WE KNOW YOU 
SPEAK ENGL/SH, AND WE 
KNOW YOU HAVE DESIGNED 

A COMPUTER VIRUS. 


YOU HAVE ONE 
CHANCE TO LIVE, SO 
LISTEN CAREFULLY. 


OUR EMPLOYER 
REQUIRES THE VIRUS 
THAT YOU HAVE BEEN 

WORKING ON... NOTHING 
MORE. HAND IT OVER 
AND WE WILL SPARE 

YOUR LIVES. 


IRIS, ARE YOU FREAKING 
I INSANE? THAT'S NOT THE 
| PLAN! THE MISSION IS TO SMOKE 
TORKLUB, GET THE VIRUS, AND 
BURN STALIN’S SUMMER HOME 


THIS IS MY É 
OPERATION, MACK, NOT г. ма 


YOURS. YOU ARE HERE 
TO LEND SUPPORT 
AND OBSERVE. 


У YEAH, EXACTLY! 
AND RIGHT NOW 
ТМ OBSERVING 
AS YOU SCREW THIS 
ENTIRE OPERATION 
RIGHT IN THE A-- 


I WANT TO BE ON 1 
A PRIVATE JET BACK TO LA 
WITH A WINE SPRITZER IN MY 
HAND. NOT ON A PRISON BUS 
TO A GULAG. BEET SOUP, 
REMEMBER?! 2 





“HMMM... YOU RAN 
INTO A SURPRISING AMOUNT 
OF RESISTANCE FROM TORKLUB, 
WOULDN'T YOU SAY? I'D IMAGINE 
COMPUTER HACKERS BEING 
MORE... DOCILE. 


"WE WEAR CLOTHES ANV READ 
BOOKS АМР USE CELL PHONES, 
BUT HUMANS ARE STILL ANIMALS. 
BACK US INTO A CORNER, АМР WE 
TRY TO CLAW OUR WAY OUT. 


“THEY TRIED TO 
STOP US, AND IT 
WAS АРМКАВ|Е. 


“FROM MY EXPERIENCE, PEOPLE 
WHO CHOOSE TO SPEND THEIR 
LIFE ІМ А DARK ROOM WEARING 
HEADPHONES AREN'T USUALLY 
ON THE AGGRESSIVE SIDE." 


P. 
r 


дә” 
ae IGHT OR FLIGHT. 


ж 


“BUT LIKE A FIELD MOUSE 
CAUGHT IN THE TALONS OF 
А HAWK, IT WAS JUST A 
MATTER OF TIME. 





LUCKILY THE DAMAGE 
TO MACK'S SHOULDER WAS 
MINIMAL. AFTER I ELIMINATED. 
TORKLUB, SHE WAS ABLE TO 
CARRY OUT PHASE THREE.” 


NW с A 
= e = d 
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LJ 
77 
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е 
“I SAW THE SATELLITE 
FOOTAGE, WHEN THE 
RUSSIANS INVESTIGATE, 
е T THEY'LL FIND NOTHING 
⁄ 7 YAY E 09 | MORE THAN RUBBLE. 


"MACK IS REQUESTING TO BE 
TRANSFERRED SO THAT YOU'RE NO 
LONGER PAIRED ON FUTURE MISSIONS. 
UNDERSTANDABLE, CONSIDERING YOUR 
NEGLIGENCE... AND YOUR ATTEMPT ТО 
INVOLVE HER IN YOUR MACHINATIONS.” 





“THE MISSION 15 ALL THAT MATTERS, | 


АМР I COMPLETED IT... DESPITE НЕК 
LACK OF PROFESSIONALISM. I WILL 
ВЕ GLAV ТО SEE MACK GO. 


“EVERY OBJECTIVE WAS 
CARRIED OUT, AND MISTER 
MAGNI GOT WHAT HE WANTED: 
T@RKLUB 15 OUT OF THE 
PICTURE, АМР HE HAS 
THE VIRUS. 


“I AM SURE 
НЕ 15 PLEASED. 


"IF HER FEELINGS WERE HURT BY A 
GUNSHOT WOUND, SHE 15 IN THE WRONG 


| LINE OF WORK. НАР SHE NOT QUESTIONED 


ME АМ? CAUSED A DISTRACTION, SHE 
WOULD МОТ HAVE BEEN INJURED. 


“AND WHAT MAKES 
YOU THINK YOU CAN 
SPEAK TO MISTER MAGNI’S 
FEELINGS ABOUT YOUR 
PERFORMANCE?” 


Г пре 

| “BECAUSE HE SENT THE JET BACK 

FOR EXTRACTION. АМР BECAUSE I 

AM SITTING HERE IN YOUR OFFICE 
АМР NOT IN A SIBERIAN GLILAG." 





I HAVE ONE FINAL 
QUESTION: IS THE POROSHA 
WORM YOU OBTAINED THE 
ONLY COPY OF THE VIRUS 

THAT EXISTS? 


YES, IT IS THE ONLY 
ONE. ALL THE BACK-UP 
FILES WERE DESTROYED... 
MACK SAW TO THAT. 


PUPIL DIALATION: normal 
RESTING PULSE: 28 bpm 
BODY TEMPERATURE: 97°F 


BIOMETRIC CONCLUSION:... 
99.98% probability of 
truthful response. 


IT LOOKS AS IF YOUR 
ASSESSMENT WAS ACCURATE. 
I WILL HAVE TO CONFER WITH 
MISTER MAGNI AND DISCUSS 

WHAT DISCIPLINARY MEASURES 
YOU’LL BE SUBJECTED TO FOR 
YOUR INSUBORDINATION... 


„ВОТ FOR 
NOW, YOU’RE 
FREE TO GO. 


SEE YOU 
BRIGHT AND 
EARLY. 





























SO, GENERAL... IT’S 


BEEN ONE DAY AND 

MAGNI HAS NO IDEA 

WHAT WE’RE UP TO. 
WHAT ABOUT 


ШІ! 


ІТ АССОМРИЗНЕО 
WHAT WE WANTED IT ТО. I 
COULD NOT RISK YOU BEING 
QUESTIONED... ONE SLIP AND 


LIE 


COMPROMISED. 






TOMORROW, WE 

GO ТО WAR. 
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У“ OKAY! OKAY! OKAY!!! 
1 KNOW ТУЕ ва THIS 16 


YOU DON'T 
KNOW WHAT A 
TREE 16, BUT YOU 
KNOW ABOUT PANIC 
ATTACKS7!7 


| ABOUT AS 
COMPLICATED 
AS A ROCK! / 
чу. 


“Tower of Power!” 
writer: Vince Hernandez 
pencil & inks: Joie Foster 

colors: Justice 
letterer: Micah Myers 
editor: СаБе Carrasco 





ARE YOU 
KIVZING ме?! 
I MEAN, SERIOUSLY, 
HOW MANY TIMES 
CAN ONE WORM 
GET SWALLOWED 


CAN IT, 
BEAK BRAIN! 
WE'RE NOT ОЕАО, 
JUST... TRAPPED. 


"THEN WE CAN 
ONLY BE HEADED 
TO ONE PLACE..." 





HAPPY THOLIGHTS. 
HAPPY THOLIGHTS. HAPPY 


THOUGHTS. HAPPY THOUGHTS. 


HAPPY THOLIGHTS. HAPPY 


THOUGHTS. HAPPY THOLIGHTS. 


HAPPY THOLIGHTS. HAPPY 
THOUGHTS. 


WE WERE THIS 
CLOSE TO SAVING MY 
VILLAGE, BUT INGTEAZ 

NOW LOOK AT US, 

PRISONERS AGAIN! 

oM ВАС LUCK IS 
ча ASTOUNCING. | 4 


MUCH FLINNIER 

ШНЕМ T WAS 

ON THE OTHER 
SIDE. 


"QUIET, GRIFF, ALLOW ME 
TO THINK. IF RAINIER'S 
PET HAS TAKEN US... 


WHAT YOU NEED 
TO UNDERSTAND 16 
THAT WORMS HAVE 
VERY LITTLE CAPACITY 

FOR INFATUATION, BUT 
WHEN WE MEET OUR 
IDOLS--WELL, DON'T 

JUDGE МЕ! 


HEY! 
WORMIER! 
WAKE LIP! Ji 


YOU PASSED 
OUT ШНЕМ YOU 
REALIZED ШЕ NERE 
ІМ RAINIER ТОШЕВ. 
AND LEMME. SAY-- 
YOU'RE LUCKY YOU 
DID. BECALISE 
WELL..-HERE’S 
THE THING... 





WHA--WHAT 
HAPPENED? 








yOu ARE 
SERIOUSLY THE 
ABSOLUTE WORST, 
GRIFF. {= 


BUT, THIS... 
А THESE... 





THEY'RE NOT 
JUST PRICELESS 
THEY'RE POWER, 


АМО I 
KNOW JUST 
HOW TO USE 

THEM! 


Р To Be Continued 
Chapter Eight 
.. Coming Next Month! 


THINK HE 
FORGOT нош 
HIGH LIP ШЕ 

ARE. 
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